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REQUIREMENTS: Basic knowledge on scientific methodology. 

 
OBJECTIVES: To increase the quality of the English writing skills focusing on theses/dissertations and 

articles/papers; To be able to effectively communicate ideas for others to accept and use them; To help the 

students ideas gain acceptance. 

 
COURSE SYLLABUS: Introduction on scientific writing; Planning to write, Outlining, Writing, and 

Polishing theses/articles. 

 
COURSE PROGRAM CONTENT: 

 

1 – Introduction on scientific writing 

 Introductions 

 Overview of science writing 

 Review of major assignments and course schedule 

2 – Planning to write  

 Overview 

 Audience 

 Focus 

 Homework 1 

3 - Outlining  

 Format structure 

 Outlining 

 Bullets to sentences 

 Homework 2 

4- Writing  

 Reader first 

 Paragraphs 1 

 Paragraphs 2 

 Homework 3 

5 – Polishing 

 Design 

 Outlining revisited 

 Powerful ideas 

 Homework 4 

6 Class summary and presentations 

 

mailto:pedro.bertemes@udesc.br


METHODOLOGY: The course is in English and about English, but does not emphasize grammar or spelling. 

Rather, the course focuses on strategies and techniques that make your communications more effective.  

Writing is the central theme. However, the general techniques also apply to speaking and the final two 

sessions focus on presentations. The classes are expositive presentations by using slides electronically 

projected and the white board. Homework presentations related to this subject are asked. Each 3,4 hour class 

meeting is divided into twice for a total of 15, 50-minute sessions, including lecture, illustrations form, 

activities (planning or outlining or writing or editing practice) and hints. 

 
PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT: Students develop a portfolio of materials that they have written or edited 

from homework (HW). This shows their commitment and provides a measure of their progress, including the 

final presentation (FP). The final score (FS) will be calculated as it follows: 

 

FS= 0.6*(HW1+ HW2+ HW3+ HW4)/4+0.4*FP 
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